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Chapter of the International
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This year’s barbecue will be held at Lindon
City Park on August 17th at 6:30PM. See
Page 5 for more information.

MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD
others many times speak about
these two subjects. This time the
thought came to mind, “Have I
been kind and helpful?” Why are
these subjects important in the
lives of code officials?
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JUNE PROGRAM

To Be Determined
Coordinated by
American Fork
June 15, 2016
Time: 12:00P.M.
Orem City Council Chambers
56 North State Street
Orem, Utah 84057

Next Meeting:
Coordinated by
Santaquin City
July 20, 2016
Time: 12:00P.M.
Orem City Council Chambers
56 North State Street
Orem, UT 84057

Paul Ashton
Chapter Treasurer
There have been a few things
happen recently around me that
has made me reflect on the things
we do as code officials. I went to
my son’s high school graduation
and listened to talks that were
given. I had been to other
graduations but these talks hit
home because of some of the
contractors and homeowners that
I have been working with recently.
One spoke about being kind and
the other spoke about making a
difference. I have listened to

Code officials make a difference.
Our City Manager has asked all
the employees to keep this motto
in mind as we serve the citizens of
Orem “Build a better Orem”. That
is what we do every day in our
profession. We provide a place
for folks to live, work and play that
is safe and accessible. We ensure
that a certain standard is met in
constructing buildings.
Some of those we work with have
a difficult time with what we do.
Being kind is something that we
can struggle with at times. We see
that when Contractors state, …
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… “Well X and Y jurisdiction doesn’t make me do
that”. Sometimes the particular contractor or
homeowner that we have dealt with in the past
comes in and we immediately think “Here we go
again!”

perception those we are talking with have of us and
what we do. Take the time to train them on the
“why” and not just on the “what”. We are all busy
and that also makes it difficult to take the time to
be kind.

For me, when I have that thought come to mind,
that is when I need to be more careful to be sure to
listen to their concern with an open mind so I
respond in a kind and correct manner. When we
enforce code sometimes the contractor and
especially the homeowner feels that we are trying
to make their life miserable. These are the times
that we need to instruct and guide to help them see
the importance of the item(s) that we need done.

As we deal with contractors and homeowners this
summer step back and see what we can do to help
guide them in building a better place to Live, Work
and Play.
Sincerely,

Paul Ashton
Chapter Treasurer

I hope that each of us will be able to look at the
things we do to see what we can do better. If we
need more training, get it. If we need to work on
presentation in difficult situations think about what
CONFORMITY CORNER (By: Brad Hardman)
empty and capped plastic soft-drink bottles under
the door's edge as it is closed.

Garage Door
How do you test garage doors with automatic door
openers? What is the proper testing method?

Since this is the only method mentioned in the rule,
anyone who is testing a door anywhere above the
height of a 2 by 4, or with anything but a 2 by 4, is
taking a chance on lightening his or her wallet.
While other methods might be just as effective,
these devices are built to comply with only this
standard.

16CFR1211 states that an automatic door opening
device must stop and reverse the direction of the
door within two seconds of encountering a 1-inch
high object placed at the center of the door in the
line of travel on the floor. Once it encounters the
object, the opener must return the door to its fullup position. For testing purposes, the rule allows
use of a 2 by 4 (1-1/2" thick) placed flat on the floor
as an exception, but does not approve of any other
method of testing, ie. standing and holding the
door with one's hand; placing cardboard boxes, a
roll of paper towels, weight-gauging devices or

So, if an inspector breaks a door or opener while
testing it with another method, he/she might be
hard-pressed to prove that those actions didn't
directly contribute to the damage. Bottom line, the
federal standard has been set - stick to it and
consider it a gift to all inspectors. Using any other
method is foolhardy.
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